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MAY 8, 2014 • GRADUATION • WKUHERALD.COM
With an impending 
May graduation, the mo-
ments and connections 
that piece together the 
mosaic of my college ca-
reer is almost complete. It 
has been an honor to serve 
as your president of the 
Student Government As-
sociation and as the Student Regent on 
the Board of Regents. Since being a fresh-
man senator, I have grown as a person 
through SGA. It was more than a student 
activity. It has shaped my interests and fu-
ture ambitions. I have never felt gratitude 
and satisfaction like enhancing the qual-
ity of campus life. 
I have been able to support scholar de-
velopment services, international student 
representation, lobbying efforts, policy 
changes, sustainability and campus safe-
ty. Yet, there were instances when simply 
listening to a student’s problems was as 
powerful as meeting with congressmen 
about budget cuts and tuition.
 From the beginning, I wanted to fi nd 
new learning opportunities at WKU, and I 
have not been disappointed. Through WKU, 
I was able to study abroad in Istanbul, Tur-
key. I was able to publish a grant-funded 
Honors capstone thesis. I gained fi rst-hand 
experience on practicing rural medicine in 
Kentucky through the AHEC program. 
To say the least, I am going to miss it 
here. I will miss the campus desk job I have 
held for four years at the Gatton Academy. 
I’m going to miss Revfest and meetings at 
Java City and random hugs from Big Red. 
Most of all, I will miss the relationships I 
have made at WKU. The students, faculty, 
and staff at WKU have impacted me more 
than anything. They are the ones that give 
WKU a spirit unlike anywhere else.  
Sometimes I joke that it was inevitable 
for me to attend college here. My story at 
WKU actually begins with my family’s story. 
During the late 1970’s, back when DUC was 
still considered new, my parents arrived 
at WKU as international students from 
Iran. One thing my family wholeheartedly 
agrees on, aside from being Persian, is be-
ing a part of WKU. WKU has helped me in 
building my path to the “American dream.” 
And for that I owe my successful college ex-
periences. I look forward to carrying on the 
skills and experiences I’ve gained here in all 
my future endeavors.
To the Class of 2014, congratulations 
and best of luck. We are better thinkers 
and problem solvers than we were four 
or so years ago. We’re about to be college 
graduates. So, we must remember never 
to lose our sense of possibility, because 
our possibilities are only beginning.
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KEYANA  BOKA
SGA   PRESIDENT “WKU has 
helped me in 
building my 
path to the 
‘American 
dream.’”
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Lindsay T Th omas
Megan Tan 







































 James P Stovall
Congratulations Honors College Graduates!
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Eiman E. AlEissa 
Shambry J. Clark 
Cynthia A. Davis 
Connie S. Ellis 
Srikrishna V. Malayala 
Aida Mehmedovic 
Usonwanne Nwosu 
Katherine M. Peake 






Claudia M. Arango 
Yehudis M. Berman 
Elise M. Bonilla 
Carrie A. Creech 
Amanda K. Diller 
Sabra S. Ferguson 
Holly K. Ford 
Elizabeth A. Gray 
Yehuda Y. Grunwald 
Robyn Hildebrand 
Julie Jordan
Lauren K. Lind 
Ashley Mangold 
Marlena L. Marsh 
Tracy L. Nix
Erin K. Rotterman
Mona M. Russo 











Recreation and Sport 
Administration
Kendrick A. Adams 
Michael J. Athas 
Courtney A. Aydt 
Seth T. Aydt 
Chasidy S. Bell 
Richard H. Benson
Ryan T. Bogenschutz 
Natalie E. Bolton 
Jeff ery R. Brandon 
Justin B. Brattain 
Lauren Buck
Joyce E. Cable 
Brandon L. Cannada 
Amy C. Cardwell 
Brandon M. Cliff ord 
Eric D. Collins
De-Anthony D. Daise 
Nicholas J. D’Amato 
Quinton J. Davis 









































































Karen L. Agee 
Leslie L. Allen 
Matthew T. Atkinson 
Deanna G. Baker 
Teresa B. Bricker 
Amanda R. Butterworth 
Tammy J. Caudil
Kimberly L. Dethridge 
Kathleen M. English 
Drew A. Frey 
Cheryl R. Gore 
Allison M. Graves 
Amanda J. Gunn 
Torie A. Hatton 
Carrie Hawk 
Crystal L. Heady 
Jason T. Hicks 
Katie M. Huckaby 
Megan L. Kepley 
Melissa D. Kimberlin 
Selena M. Krueger 
Angela Y. Lovell 
Stephanie P. Maggard 
Erin R. Mayes
Tiff any R. McConnell 
Lindsay A. McCoy 
Amanda R. McDonald 
Tiff any R. McMinoway 
Katrina L. Mounce 
Rhonda K. Quenzer 
Elizabeth A. Ralph 
Derek L. Reeder 
Sally N. Tanaro 
Jeana L. Townsend 
Lindsay S. Wheat 
Th elma F. White
Deborah L. Wilson 
Rita K. Wilson 
Krystal T. Wright 
Melanie K. Wright
MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK
Tatiana Al Hameed 
Jennifer D. Alsman 
David J. Bacchus 
Jena K. Biggar 
Diana I. Botu
Dana R. Bradley 
Rachel L. Brown 
Nicol P. Calhoun 
Barbara C. Campbell 
Shannon Childress 
Cassidy S. Clark 
Desiree R. Davey 
Ashley S. Davis 
Katherine D. Davis 
Mersiha Demirovic 
Anna R. DeNino 
Tiff any N. Donahue 
Meredith M. Fane 
Robert L. Ferry 
Amanda E. Gholson 
Crystal L. Glover
Azalia N. Gongora 
Dixie N. Goodlett  
Walter A. Graham 
Terre’ S. Harris 
Shelby R. Haun 
Kathleen E. Henson 
Angela D. Hopkins 
Jamie C. Howard 
Jenna E. Hughes 
Angela B. Humphries 
Julie R. Ingram 
Valerie Isby
Alysia Jimcoily 
Whitney P. Keene 
Michael Kidder 
Shawna M. Lee 
Jade N. Lynn 
Mayra I. Martinez 
Lori B. Morrow 
Bernadette Ombayo 
Lynsie K. Paul 
Rebecca L. Perry 
Th erese M. Petzold 
Ashley N. Phelps
Sherri L. Phillips 
Amy J. Pierce 
Whitney I. 
Radford-McGee 
Bessie L. Reins 
Joshua S. Ritchie 
Megan E. Rorex 
Kimberly A. Ryan 
Gale J. Smith 
Samantha G. Smith 
Jennifer D. Stephenson 
Kelley R. Tarry 
Erin D. Taul-Rednour
Natasha D. Taylor 
David N. Terry 
Christina M. Trammell 
Sabrina P. Vontress 
Mikayle M. Walker 
Heather J. Webb 
Susan Weber 
Jasmine L. White 
Paula J. Wilson 
Tracy L. Wilson 





Elizabeth A. Avis 
Hayley V. Biggers 
Dana Bird 
Kelcy V. Bonham
Hallie J. Cloyd 
Lauren Cooper 
Lauren T. Cunningham 
Lindsay T. Dicken 
Alisha D. Dockery 
Jenna B. Dorman 
Sarah H. Dossey 
Elizabeth E. Ebelhar 
Laura M. Ellis 
Allison E. Emmert
Samira Fejzic 
Kathryn M. Greer 
Elaina R. Hardin 
April D. Hayes 
Dalana M. Henson 
Katherine M. Hicks 
Alannah W. Killebrew 
Erin E. Kirtley 
Cecily M. Logsdon 
Elisabeth A. Lutz 
Adair D. McAlister 
Lindsay N. McCrory 
Caressa S. Minton 
Kelsey J. Odle 
Anna R. Reynolds 
Jessica A. Riley 
Emily D. Rousseau 
Hannah C. Scott 
Shelby L. Shelton 
Ali L. Slaven 
Jordan N. Spargo 
Logan T. Spears 
Sarah E. Speck 
Molly E. Stenger 
Kelli R. Storm 
Ashlyn E. Stout 
Keely A. Stout 
Callie T. Th omas 
Erin M. Th omas 
Lindsey G. Th orp 




Tiff ani D.Bennett 
Amy G. Broadrick 
Morgan E. Browning 
Angelia M. Calvo 
Margaret R. Cardwell 
Venus L. Cornette 
Maggie K. Day 
Holly L. Doss 
Whitney A. Elmore 
Whitney R. Frey 
Adela Granulo 
Julie A. Howard 
Allison Miller  
Samantha M. Miller 
Kristin M. Mudd 
Jenna B. Partin 
Paige E. Phillips 
Allison C. Riedling 
Lindsey E. Saling 
Carolyn M. Smith 
Caitlin C. Stephens 




Kristyn N. Bastin 
Paul L. Beasley 
Raven D. Broadrick 
Sheena L. Brown 
Miranda S. Carpenter 
Alexandra K. Dodson 
Chelsie L. Fitzpatrick 
Ariel S. Gerall 
Randi N. Lotze 
Sandra L. Mathis 
Katherine N. Miller 
Kathryn D. Mutchler 
Trisha L. Pardue 
Ariel L. Salmons 
Mallory T. Scanlon 
Brianna M. Sentelik 








Melanie B. Anderson 
Kene U. Anyigbo 
Megan C. Atwell 
Tiff any N. Barnes 
Katelyn J. Bickett 
Emily A. Bouchard 
Heather C. Boyan 
Travis G. Brock 
Andrea L. Browning 
Justin K. Chelf 
Mary H. Corl 
Bradley J. Cornelius 
Adam Dajka 
Patrick L. De Seroux 
BethAnne C. Dickens 
Benjamin T. Dukes 
Taylor G. Emberton 
Allie M. Farrell
John H. Flynn 
Wesley A. Gosnell 
Jordan J. Green 
Alysia D. Griff eth 
Amanda C. Heim 
Nicole L. Hendrick 
Sarah E. Jolicoeur 
Marc O. Jones 
Mary C. Kinslow 
Samuel K. Knott 
Stephanie G. Lindsey 
Bryant A. Lipp 
Sarah E. McCandless 
Michael W. McCoy 
Chaney L. Means 
Matthew J. Miller 
Rachel M. Moad 
Jerrod W. Moore 
Autumn C. Natcher 
Katrina M. Ott 
Matthew S. Parker 
Blake E. Perkins 
Shawn P. Powell 
Kellie E. Quarles 
Alexander P. Rayburn 
Mary E. Riley 
Emilie B. Rucker 
Kylie Ruiz 
Leslie K. Samples 
Christopher J. Smith 
Lindsay N. Spears 
Chelsea B. Steil 
Molly M. Tarter 
Cory T. Th um-Davis 
Loretta J. Timpke 
Kristen B. Todd 
Michael N. Toms 
Alexandrea N. Van 
Oost 
Lorraine O. Vaughan 
Emily A. Walker 
Kayla B. Walters 
Payton R. Wardlow 
Matthew J. Webb 
Samuel L. Wells 
Paige A. Wessel 
Ashton A. Wheeles 
Jeremy F. White
Family & Consumer 
Sciences
Brooke L. Beatty 
Casey N. Berry 
Shelby M. Billingsley 
Susan K. Carder 
Amber N. DeWitt 
Valyssa B. Dolen
Macie R. Dye 
Elizabeth A. Hall
Curtis I. Jones
Charlene T. Langford 
Katie L. Meers
Lacey B. Mosby
Whitnee L. Mosley 
Tina F. Mullen 
Miguel A. Ortega 
Linda D. Reynolds 
Emily J. Sanford 
Amanda M. Scott 
Taylor S. Sellers 
Amanda R. Short 
Michele L. Snipp 
Londa M. Stockton 
Laura A. Th omas 




Hannah E. Addington 
Justin S. Alexander 
Sasha Hasanagic 
James H. Hervey 
Carol F. Huff  
Corey P. Johnson 
Olivia P. Key 
Max L. McCubbin 
Jeff ey S. Neat 
Sarah A. Newton 
Juliana C. Pace 
Mariam E. Queen 
Jacob W. Quillin 
William A. Russell 
Charita M. Stone 
Titus L. Sullivan 
Amanda E. Th omas 




Kayla M. Bishop 
Audra G. Brainard 
Meagan L. Bridges 
Alexandria S. Cooper 
Jessa K. Curtis 
Georganna M. Flynn 
Brandi M. Friedman 
Stephanie A. Gaiko 
Lynn H. Glenn 
Tara L. Jackson 
Jonathon O. Jeff ries 
Katherine L. Jones 
Chandler R. Martin 
Ami-Jordan McElwain 
Katie E. Millay 
Lee-ssa L. Montiquea
Hugh M. Peeples 
Jayme L. Pharis 






Bryce K. Andrews 
Rachel J. Batt 
DeShaye D. Batts 
Morgan L. Beachboard 
Kendra M. Brelage 
Laura J. Cancel 
Carrie L. Dean 
Ariana C. DeLong 
Brandi M. Dobbins 
Catherine L. Doran 
Dylan L. Gordon 
Shelby E. Hooper 
Michael J. Keller 
Valerie L. Kennedy 
Abigail C. Lynch 
Andrew S. McKinney 
Jamey L. Rice 
Leah N. Stephenson 
Kenneth W. Wood 
Marisa F. Woodall
Interior Design & 
Fashion Merchandising
Danielle N. Lewis 
Asia J. Morrow
Physical Education




Tia N. Allen 
Alexis L. Bigham 
Maegan R. Eason 
Christina R. Elam 
Karla R. Hollins 
Andrea B. Johnson 
Bethany N. Lusk 
Caitlin T. Muller 
Charity C. Neal 
Tasha E. Nedd 
Kaylen N. Parker 
Chelsea E. Roby 
Melissa A. Sacrey 
Alexandria R. Sebastian 
Caylan M. Shaw 







Joseph C. Barnard 
Logan S. Clark 
Christian A. Croxton 
Nathaniel G. Depen-
brock 
Sabrina N. Durbin 
Jermaine D. Ervin 
Sherria Y. Hester 
Joshua R. Hutcheson 
Steven A. Kirk 
Brittney N. Mackie 
Adam R. Mercer 
Colby D. Moore 
Stacey M. Ostreich 
Joshua D. Pitts 
Ryan C. Price 
Kiesha B. Ray 
Eric B. Salmons 
Jenny M. Sutherland 
Desmond S. Williams
Sport Management
Natasha L. Alexander 
Nathan C. Belcher 
Courtney L. Biggs 
Allison J. Bogard 
Chad A. Briggs 
Matthew R. Brown 
Justin L. Burrus 
Evan A. Carter 
Michael D. Dickinson 
Brian A. Doering 
Brandon J. Doughty 
Gayle N. Dunlap 
Donte A. Ellison 
Alexander L. Fahnders 
Dominique L. Futch 
Justin R. Hageman 
Adam N. Haynes 
Jarobia M. Hill 
John B. Houk 
Ryan W. Huck 
Timothy A. Jones 
Devin R. Kelly 
Gregory D. Kraft  
Benjamin E. Luedtke 
Christopher L. 
Meadows 
Gregg A. Rich 
Evan W. Russell 
Ryan A. Seib 
Joseph M. Shannon
Kevin A. Spradlin 
Evan T. Stewart 
Joseph D. Th ompson 
Jonathan A. Webb 
Megan A. Willey 
Tyler J. Wright
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN NURSING
Havka Avdic 
Sara E. Bishop 
Benjamin A. Blair 
April D. Bryant 
Tyler L. Burns 
Kathleen M. Callahan 
Kathy L. Carr 
Ariel J. Causeway 
Kyle J. Chadwick 
Lyndi E. Collins 
Franah B. Cook 
Lauren A. Crowe 
Beth A. Davis 
Ashton C. Duncan
 Bryana G. Favre 
Claudia R. Floore 
Chelsea J. Foster 
Sydney A. Frederick 
Chelsey L. Fuller 
Olivia A. Furlong 
Jennifer C. Gannott 
Jessica A. Gaskins 
Nikita A. Gruszczyk 
Edin Hadzikadunic 
McKenzie J. Hemming 
Joshua Hendley 
Jacob D. Henry 
Courtney P. Hicks 
Diane M. Hidenrite 
Kara G. Higdon
Stephanie L. Hines 
Lisa E. Hoover 
Allison E. Hunt 
Heather L. Jennings 
Shelby N. Johnson 
Hannah G. Jones 
Anne C. Kimbler 
Andrea N. Kinser 
Kayla D. Kittinger 
Matthew B. Lawrence 
Essence S. Mack 
Kasey N. Matthews 
Jason C. McDonald 
Lora E. Mobley 
Sara K. Monroe 
Mary C. Moore 
Kaitlyn L. Morgan 
Jamie M. Morris
Elizabeth R. Murray
Victoria M. Najar 
Paul S. Nash 
Taylor R. Oliver 
Virginia H. Phillips 
Justin A. Poland 
Kaci D. Quinn 
Katie E. Rasche 
Whitney L. Reed 
Th omas K. Reinscheld 
Sarah P. Rogers 
Megan N. 
Slaughterbeck 
Cindy M. Smith 
Stephanie R. Smith 
Miranda J. Staples 
Kasie M. Stevens 
Ashley B. Stewart 
Natalie L. Sullivan 
Elizabeth B. Swift  
Alec B. Vinsant 
Cynthia M. Waltz 
Taylor Ann E. Webb 
Miranda Wells 
Melissa S. Werner
 Jessica N. Westerfi el 
Kristen H. Wilkinson 
Brittany L. Wilson 
Catherine C. Wilson 
David C. Wilson 
Erin M. Wilson 
Kacy L. Word 
Krystal B. Young 
Sarah M. Zogg
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN SOCIAL WORK
Haydee Amulong 
Susan M. Babb 
Reginald J. Baxter 
Brittanie P. Bell 
Tabitha R. Binder 
Jamye A. Bowins Hardy 
Whitley A. Bowling 
Casey B. Carey 
Kirstin N. Carlisle 
Jeleena C. Castanera 
Hall 
Cassady D. Crim 
Natalie M. Cubbage 
Karen S. Curtis 
Brittany L. Dickens 
Raven Drake 
Delnetta E. Edge 
Christian E. Eiden 
Elizabeth C. Furrow 




Amanda L. Greenwell 
Chelsea L. Harl 
Christina M. Hays 
Michelle A. Hickman 
Ashley M. Hinton 
Alisha M. Hughes 
Corneshia D. Jackson 
Pamela A. Lindsey 
Tasha L. Lindsey 
Shelbie R. Lyon 
Caitlin T. Maggard 
Heidi A. McCormack 
Amber N. McGrew 
Trevor B. Mead 
Jessica D. Meadows 
Ratlale D. Mokone 
Billi L. O’Neal 
Bret N. Parks 
Ashley N. Pennington 
Katherine M. Queen 
Carol F. Richerson 
Miranda R. Richerson 
Kayla R. Roach 
Andrew J. Ruther
Jacqueline Salisbury 
Connie F. Scales 
Melissa D. Senig 
Stephen L. Shacklette 
Christopher A. Smith 
Taylor B. Smith 
Sarah E. Stanfi el 
Julian L. Stout 
Amy M. Sturtzel 
Ashlee M. Vega 
Alexandria L. Velez 
Jerrilynn Whaley 
Kristen N. Whitlow 
Rhonda S. Woolfolk 








Carrie C. Arnold 
Holly G. Bond 
Tina M. Keown 
Sarah K. McDermott 
Lillian B. McNeal 
Tracy L. Smith 
Jennifer P. St. John
Health Information 
Management
Lisa L. Bowden 
Sharon D. Bunnell 
Vanessa J. Carter
Chelsie G. Emberton
Hannah B. Flatt 
Whitney L. Hollis 
Jennifer D. Johnson 
Ethan F. Kirby 
Morgan T. Nelson 
Amanda C. Osborne 
Tammy L. Pannell 
Brooklyn E. Payne 
Brianna J. Pitcock 
Heather N. Powell
Meghan C. Strode 
Breia M. Stubblefi eld 
Anita G. Wells 
Bonnie J. Woodard 
Tiff ay A. Young
Nursing
Amina Abou 
Brandi D. Anderson 
Leigha B. Anderson 
Kevin F. Ansted 
Ashley A. Arms 
Melinda A. Ballard 
Allison Blevins+ 
Stacy M. Blevins 
Christopher W. Brown 
Amanda N. Browning 
Lori J. Brummett 
Jerilynn M. Cain 
Amber R. Cassibry 
David L. Cook 
Breanna N. Copeland 
Megan B. Cox 
Roy J. Davidson 
Jonalyn E. Earley 
Melissa A. Edmonds
Angela B. Ellis 
Tabitha R. Elmore 
Jerika N. Fortney 
Amanda N. Francis 
Tijuana N. Gibson 
Laurie A. Gloyd 
Katelyn M. Hale 
Kayla D. Harris 
Shannon R. Hudnall 
April C. Jessie 
Stephanie L. Johnson 
Bethany C. Kerney 
Nancy A. Kniola 
Sara B. Lawrence 
Bita M. Lee
Cheryl L. Lewis 
Shannon J. Matthews 
Chad D. Meacham 
Sarah R. Noe 
Janeth Nunez 
Paige E. Pardue 
Stacy Parnell 
Brandi R. Pearce 
Lauren M. Peters 
Erin J. Raabe 
Haleigh R. Shelley 
Judy C. Sims 
William S. Smith 
Kimberly D. Spencer 
Joseph E. Stewart 
Charlotte A. Th ompson 
Jordyn E. Truxal 
Sarah L. Waddell 
Amy L. Wells 
Jennifer A. Woodard
Th e faculty and staff  of the College of Health & Human Services would like to 
Congratulate our May and August 2014 Graduation Candidates!
Th e mission of the College of Health & Human Services is to provide diverse educational opportunities 
leading to excellence in Health and Human Services for a global community.
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Believe it or not, it still 
hasn’t hit me that gradu-
ation is approaching. De-
spite picking up my cap and 
gown and achieving the 
more and more allusive ac-
complishment of getting a 
job after college, it still hasn’t 
hit me that I’m graduating. 
I blame most of it on 
being busy. I haven’t had much time to be 
introspective or refl ective about my col-
lege career coming to an end. 
 Regardless of all that, I am graduating 
whether I’ve fully realized it or not. 
 As the fi rst person in my family to 
graduate from a four-year college, I very 
much realize that I wouldn’t be in this 
position without a lot of help. From be-
ing in the High School Upward Bound 
program when I was in high school that 
made going to college a possibility, to 
Student Support Services here on cam-
pus, I realize getting a degree has not 
been an individualistic effort. 
I want to thank everyone at the Herald. 
You all have literally made my last four years 
something to remember. I have learned so 
much from everyone who I’ve worked with. 
I’m a better writer, leader, and person from 
working at this newspaper. 
Even with those few shout-outs I’ll 
never be able to say thank you enough to 
everyone who has helped me.
 Coming to WKU wasn’t something 
that was on my radar until the February of 
my senior year of high school. After being 
here four years, I couldn’t think of a better 
choice. I am so proud to be a Hilltopper, 
and I’ll always look to give back to Stu-
dent Publications because I know there is 
something about this building that makes 
students stronger and special. 
Maybe the reason I haven’t realized 
I’m graduating is because I don’t want 
to leave. I’m going to miss this place. 
If you’re a freshman and are reading 
this, know that you’ve made a good deci-
sion as well in attending WKU. While ev-
eryone thinks their college is special or 
different, I like to think WKU goes above 
all the others. We are both the undergog 
and the champion and no other school 
captures that like WKU.
No matter where life takes me, I’m al-
ways going to remember this university. 
It was where I realized a lot of my dreams 
were possible and met the people 
who could help make them a reality.
12
JOANNA   WILLIAMS
HERALD   EDITOR-IN-CHIEF “While everyone 
thinks their 
college is special 
or diff erent, I like 
to think WKU 
goes above all the 
others.”











Ceremony at 7 p.m. in 
Downing Student Union 
Graduate ceremony at 5 
p.m. in Diddle Arena
Outstanding Black 
Graduates Recognition 
Ceremony at 7 p.m. in 
Van Meter Hall
College of Health and 
Behavioral Sciences 
and Ogden College of 
Science and Engineering 
at 9:30 a.m. in Diddle 
Arena 
Potter College of 
Arts and Letters and 
University College at 2 
p.m. in Diddle Arena
Gatton Academy in 
Kentucky graduation 
ceremony at 1 p.m. in 





College of Health and 
Human Services and 
Gordon Ford College of 
Business at 6:00 p.m. in 
Diddle Arena
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When my collegiate jour-
ney began, as a freshman 
I was faced with reality. I 
struggled with transition-
ing from high school to 
college. As a result, my aca-
demics were challenging 
and I faced one of my big-
gest fears, which was losing 
my designated path to being a successful 
young woman. I soon realized that my 
struggles did not have to be permanent 
and a change was much needed. I desired 
to get back on track and stay focused on 
my goals and dreams that I set for myself. 
Determined to create my own path and to 
not only succeed on the Hill, I immediately 
got involved. Joining organizations such as 
Black Student Alliance, the Department of 
Communication: Communication Ambas-
sadors, Student Support Services and the 
WKU Spirit Masters all equipped me with 
the appropriate tools necessary to become 
the prosperous woman I am today. 
Each organization has played a sig-
nifi cant role in my collegiate career and 
helped me grow professionally, academi-
cally and personally. Being a student on 
the Hill, I can honestly say that I have tru-
ly gotten the overall college experience. 
From being a student worker for Housing 
& Residence Life and the WKU Child Care 
Center, I have learned the importance of 
creating opportunities. Being a WKU Spir-
it Master has given me the opportunity to 
express my love for this university and a 
way to give back through service, just as 
this institution has given to me. The op-
portunities WKU has given to me have 
been limitless, which makes me love this 
university even more. 
Studying abroad in Australia was a dream 
come true, and I owe it all to WKU for cre-
ating a way for making my dreams tangi-
ble. It is no secret that this university has 
been more than good to me, but the ex-
periences that I take are what I will always 
remember, such as selfi es with President 
Ransdell, MASTER Plan Convocation, the 
spirit of the Red Towel, jamming with Big 
Red and the family that I gained here on 
the the Hill. Turning my goals into reality 
and reaching great levels of magnitude for 
my future is my ultimate objective. After 
four years of hard work, determination 
and spirit, I am a May 2014 graduate. 
My alma mater will forever hold a spot 
in my heart. Graduating from Potter Col-
lege of Arts and Letters, I will exemplify 
“Life More Life” by attending the Univer-
sity of Mississippi pursuing a master’s de-
gree in higher education.  Taking the next 
step in my journey, I can truly say that the 
spirit DOES make the master. GO TOPS!
PAIGE   FREEMAN
SPIRIT   MASTER "Being a WKU 
Spirit Master 
has given me 
the opportunity 
to express my 
love for this 
university and a 
way to give back 
through service."
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KATIE  HONADLE
Graduation. A word that 
seemed foreign when we 
were merely freshmen at 
MASTER Plan, but for us 
seniors it has become all 
too real. The real world is 
quickly approaching. No 
matter how much we may 
try to wish it away, it’s not 
slowing down. 
The Hill has become our home. It’s a 
place where we discovered our indepen-
dence and made a name for ourselves, 
and a place where we made memories we 
will never forget. 
If you would have told me once upon a 
time all of the things I would accomplish 
during my time at WKU, I probably would 
have laughed. 
That’s the great thing about life though. It’s 
an adventure and you never know exactly 
where it’s going to take you, or what amaz-
ing people you may meet along the way. 
Working on the Talisman has given 
me so many opportunities. As editor-
in-chief, I got the chance to see our staff 
members working every day to preserve 
the memories of everyone on the Hill. 
The yearbook is something you may not 
realize the importance of right away. 
However, many years down the road you 
and your kids or grandkids may look at 
the book for a glimpse into why you loved 
WKU so much — and we hope it will ful-
fi ll that purpose. 
No matter what you decide to do with 
your time on campus, be sure to get in-
volved in something. 
From my time at the Talisman to being in-
volved in Greek life, within my college and 
various clubs and organizations the say-
ing truly applies — what you put into it is 
what you get out of it. Your time at WKU isn’t 
just about classes and work. Those are im-
portant, but you will enjoy your time here 
much more along the way, and you deserve 
to be proud of what you leave behind. 
College is about fi nding who you are. 
No one is perfect. Never again in your life 
will you have as many resources as you do 
here to help you fi nd your way. We’re here 
to learn from our mistakes. 
I would also like to say thank you. To all 
my teachers, faculty members, friends, 
family and anyone who has played a 
role in my life — no matter how large 
or small. You may not realize it, but you 
have genuinely helped shape me into 
the person I am today and I will forever 
be thankful. 
To everyone still on the Hill — cherish 
your time here at WKU. 
Take a lot of pictures. Reach out to 
people and make them feel included. A 
stranger in class or someone you sit down 
to eat with may end up becoming one of 
your best friends. 
There will be laughter and there will be 
tears. Cherish both along the way and be 
grateful for the people that stick by your 
side through it all. 
While I may be moving on to another 
chapter in my life, I will always look back 
on my time at WKU with fond memories. 
The Hill and relationships I’ve made here 
will forever have a piece of my heart. 
I will always be proud to be a Hilltopper.
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TALISMAN   EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
"No matt er what 
you decide to do 
with your time on 
campus, be sure 
to get involved in 
something."
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GARY  RANSDELL
Congratulations on com-
pleting your WKU degree. 
I am proud of each one of 
you. I hope that I, and our 
faculty and staff, have served 
you well as you have pur-
sued your degree. 
I look forward to seeing 
you at Commencement on 
May 16 and 17. There is not a more special 
moment for you, your family and friends 
who walk across that red carpet and expe-
rience the symbolic culmination of your 
years of hard work. I hope you enjoy that 
special moment as much as I will enjoy 
greeting you in Diddle Arena. 
You are now joining over 100,000 WKU 
alumni, and your next chapter as a Hill-
topper is about to begin. This chapter 
will be a lifelong love affair with a very 
special university that will be there for 
you as much in the future as it has been 
these last few years. Stay loyal, protect 
and defend your university, and keep that 
special WKU spirit at the center of your 
universe. 
I am confi dent that we have prepared 
you well for your personal and profes-
sional lives. Work hard, serve your fam-
ily well, be engaged in your community, 
and lead people to do things that they 
did not otherwise think were possible. 
That is what Hilltoppers do. Always know 
that as you bring distinction to yourself 
and to those with whom you live, work 
and play, you will also bring distinc-
tion to WKU. Thank you for continuing 
to strengthen your own name and our 
university's strong reputation. We look 
forward to following your progress and 
counting you among our many success-
ful alumni. 




















Yulizza   Henao 
Barragan
HILLTOPPER   
ORGANIZATION   OF   
LATIN   AMERICAN   
STUDENTS      
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Yulizza   Henao 
Barragan
My name is Yulizza 
Henao Barragan and I 
came to the United States 
from Colombia to pursue 
my dreams of traveling the 
world and becoming a civil 
engineer. When I came to 
WKU, I was unaware of the 
great advantages that can 
result from international outreach.  
One of the greatest advantages that 
this university has is its diversity and 
the organizations which encourage and 
support minority students. Personally, I 
found my second home within the Hill-
topper Organization of Latin American 
Students. Through HOLAS, I have been 
able to interact with students who have 
a similar ethnic background and who are 
motivated to get involved with the com-
munity. HOLAS has served as a support 
system for me as well as for many other 
students. 
Even though I was not a founding 
member of this organization, I feel a 
special connection with HOLAS because 
I was part of the movement to bring 
the organization back to its feet after it 
had faced a severe decline in member-
ship. We rejuvenated the organization 
by helping it grow into an active group 
of Hispanics which works to reach out 
to the community and help high school 
students come to college. We as an orga-
nization focused on increasing the per-
centage of Hispanics who attend and be-
come successful in college by interacting 
with high school students and by creat-
ing a strong support group to encourage 
retention once Hispanics are in college. 
As a soon-to-be graduate, I can say that 
my experience in WKU has been en-
hanced by HOLAS because I found my-
self surrounded by the people that share 
my interests and values. 
 Even though we are all Hispanics and 
share a lot of similarities, we also have 
differences that make each of our cul-
tures and backgrounds unique. There-
fore, HOLAS has helped me understand 
other people that speak my same lan-
guage or other languages but have differ-
ent lifestyles. This organization also gave 
me the chance to show my Colombian 
values and customs not only within the 
organization but also on a campus-wide 
scale. 
I not only owe thanks to HOLAS for all 
its support and good times, but also to 
WKU because it has giving me the means 
to knowledge and experiences that have 
made me a successful honors graduate. 
I have been exposed to a variety of emo-
tions and situations which have helped 
me grow as a person and as a profes-
sional. These past years have included 
diffi cult times, fun times, and even some 
peaceful times. When I sit down any-
where on campus and take in my beau-
tiful surroundings, I feel like WKU really 
is my own. Looking at the trees, fl ow-
ers, water fountain, and sculptures has 
oftentimes provided me a release from 
the burden of college. Even though my 
time at Western is almost over, I can see 
myself in the future coming back and ex-
periencing the same kind of fulfi llment 
from the campus’ beauty and feeling like 
I had never left.
HILLTOPPER   ORGANIZATION   OF   LATIN   AMERICAN   STUDENTS      
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Top-selling Album in 2010:
Eminem “Recovery” 
2014
#1 Song on the radio in 2014:  
“Happy” Pharrell 
2010
#1 Movie in American in Aug 2010: 
“The Other Guys” 
#1 Movie in America in May 2014: 
“The Amazing Spider-Man 2” 
#1 Book in America in 2010: “New Moon” by 
Stephenie Meyer
2014
#1 Book  in America as of May 2014: 
The Target by David Baldici
2010
#1 Song on the radio in 2010: “Love the Way 
You Lie” Eminem feat. Rihanna
2010-2014
2014
Top-selling album of 2014 (so far): 
“Frozen” soundtrack
2010-2014
New buildings built since you came to the Hill: Gary 
Ransdell Hall, Musical Rehersal Hall, campus apartments, The 
Augestein Alumni Center
 Gas: $2.61
Notbale Changes on the Hill: Pearce Ford Tower 
went from co-ed to all girls in 2013; 
Downing University Center's name was changed to Downing 
Student Union
MAY 8, 2014  • GRADUATION • WKUHERALD.COM8
